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Pro Loco Art Competition 2012 
 

 
 

1st Prize  – Jonathan Shepherd 

 

This year the Matlock Bath Pro Loco Art Competition attracted a bumper entry.  

In the 33rd year of the competition over 300 members of the public voted for 
their favourite pictures and all agreed that the standard was outstanding 

making their choices very difficult.  All of the entries were displayed in the 
Pump Room of the Grand Pavilion over the Jubilee weekend and the 40 or so 

shortlisted entries were subject to the judgemental eyes of the public during 
over 5 hours of voting. The ballot results were close in all the categories 

especially the adult section where the winner was decided by just seven votes.  

As well as the entries for this year, a selection of previous winners was 
displayed.  
 

The Parish Council is extremely grateful to our sponsors for this competition – 

The Sir Richard Arkwright Masson Mills who sponsored the 1st and 2nd Prizes.   
  

Derbyshire County Council, The Heights of Abraham and 
Turners Art Supplies of Rowsley sponsored the children’s 

prizes.  The winning picture will join the previous 32 winning 
pictures which are on display in the Conference Centre at 

Masson Mills.  If anyone would like to view the winning 

entries from the previous 33 years, contact either the Clerk 
or Mr Aram, owner of Masson Mills. 
 

The winners of this year’s competition are: 
 

1st Prize – Jonathan Shepherd 

2nd Prize – Steven Fox 
3rd Prize – Lynda Turner 

Best Villager – Christel Abbiss 
 

 
Jonathan Shepherd (1st Prize) 

Steven Fox (2nd Prize) with Cllr Lorraine Metcalfe 
 

 
 

1st Prize – Georgia Davies 
(Infants) 

 

 
 

1st Prize – Neo Bateman Shane 
(Juniors) 

 

 
 

1st Prize – Katherine Watkinson 
(Secondary) 

 

 
Neo Bateman Shane and 

Lucy Morris 

 

All pictures submitted in the 

competition can be found on our 

website – 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Arrangements for the 2013 Pro Loco 

Art Competition are currently being 
made.  Full details will be on our 

website  shortly. 
 

 
 

Katherine Watkinson and Lois Kelman 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


 
 

2nd Prize – Lola Smith 
(Infants) 

 

 
 

2nd Prize – Lucy Morris 
(Juniors) 

 

 
 

2nd Prize – Jemma Smith 
(Secondary) 

The winners in the childrens 

categories are: 
 

Infants: 

1st Prize – Georgia Davies  
2nd Prize – Lola Smith  

3rd Prize – Scarlett Sutherland  
 

Juniors: 
1st Prize – Neo Bateman Shane  

2nd Prize – Lucy Morris  

3rd Prize – Hetty Oldfield 
 

  

 
 

Best Villager – Christel Abbiss 

  

Secondary: 
1st Prize – Katherine Watkinson 

2nd Prize – Jeamm Smith 

3rd Prize – Lois Kelman 
 

Congratulations to all entrants for 
the high standard of work. 

 

 

Diamond Jubilee Street Party – Mel Heane 
 

 

 

True to Coronation Day 1953 the wind did blow and the rain did what rain does best, but 

we did have a street party albeit indoors! The children at Matlock Bath Holy Trinity 
Primary School had made some lovely wheelbarrow floats that we were going to parade 

in the street but unfortunately the rain put a stop to that and we had to admire them 

under cover.  
 

It was great to see so many people actually brave the weather and come out, the salads 
and deserts were wonderful and the hog roast which was kindly donated by The Heights 

of Abraham and were enough to get anyone off the sofa.  
The donations received were used to buy all the extras that 

were needed and this has left some spare and this will be 
put towards the next community event for your enjoyment. 
 

The entertainment was, well entertaining, and so 

wonderful to see some of the children perform for us this 

year to such a high standard. The Queen missed a treat by 
not seeing them perform but I for one am looking forward 

to seeing them do it all again next year. 
 

Keeping the children entertained was not so easy this year 
without the outside space but entertained they were with 

crafts, face painting a sing along session and not forgetting 

the piñatas.  We didn’t think Christine could have done any 
better than last years Henry the 8th and his 6 wives but she 

did!  We had the Queen, of course, Prince Phillip complete 
with inappropriate quotes, Prince Charles and his ears, 

Prince Harry on a parachute and Pippa Middleton’s bottom 
for the dads.  Marvellous! 
 

All in all a fabulous day was had by all, with the exception 

of Mick Hirstwood and Chris Richardson who had to get up 

at 6.00 am to put the hog on for us.  
 

Let’s hope the weather is better next year but if not lets do 
it all again anyway. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Exhibition of the Local Plan 

 

Residents will have a chance to look at the new Local Plan and to make their 
views known on its implications for the village at the consultations the Council 

will hold in June.  An exhibition will be held on Wednesday 4th July 2012 in 
Matlock Bath Community Centre between 2.00 pm-6.00 pm. 
 

The exhibition will be staffed by Planning Officers from Derbyshire Dales District 

Council. The public consultation will last for six weeks starting on 14th June 

running until the 26th July 2012. The purpose of the consultation is to allow 
residents, businesses and key stakeholders the opportunity to comment on how 

the Derbyshire Dales Local Plan is being taken forward in terms of the overall 
housing requirement, potential development sites and whether it is the most 

appropriate approach.  
 

More information can be found on the Derbyshire Dales website – 

www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk  
 

 

 

Pre-School Jubilee Celebrations - Playgroup 
 

Children from Matlock Bath Pre-School Playgroup celebrated the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee with jubilee themed activities and a party at their base in the 
Grand Pavilion, recently. 
 

The jubilee themed day was just one of the many interesting and innovative 

activities which staff have run for the children over the last year and has seen 
weeks themed by colour, shapes and families, as well as bus trips to Matlock 

and children learning about pets and other animals, alongside the early years 

curriculum. 
 

Located in Matlock Bath Community Centre (rear of the Pavilion), the Pre-School provides early years education and 
play for up to 12 children per session and runs every term time morning from 9.00 am-12.00 pm.  The Pre-School also 

has good links with Matlock Bath Holy Trinity School providing a great platform for new starters to gain confidence in 
the primary school system whether they will be attending the school or not. 
 

The Pre-School which has been running for over 30 years is currently looking for new starters from September and has 

places for 2-5 year olds.  Funded places are available for 3 year olds and eligible 2 year olds. 
 

For more information contact Matlock Bath Pre-School on info@matlockbathpreschool.co.uk or call Sarah Stephenson 
on 07870 52500 
 

Masson Hill Fell Race – John Middleton & Leah Maltby 
 

The inaugural Masson Hill Fell Race took place on the 24th 
April in glorious Spring sunshine.  We were pleased to see 

114 runners both local and from clubs in Derbyshire, 

Yorkshire and Staffordshire taking part.  All runners 
finished the course, starting on Clifton Road and finishing 

at the New Bath Hotel with a distance of around 4 miles 
and 1100 feet of climbing. 
 

The winner was Jack Ross, with a fantastic time of 30.08 

minutes, with Tom Wild and Darren Holloway in second 

and third places.   
 

The full results are on the race website 
www.massonhillrace.org.uk  
 

 

 
 

Photograph courtesy of Matlock Mercury 

Our heartfelt thanks to all those who helped as marshals and who came to give support to the runners.  We hope to 

run this race as an annual event in the National Fell Runner’s Association Calendar.  The event raised £352 for the 
Grand Pavilion Fund. 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/
mailto:info@matlockbathpreschool.co.uk
http://www.massonhillrace.org.uk/


County Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 
 

Nutrition for Older People in the Community and Care Settings including Hospitals - In 2010/11 I Chaired a 
Sub-Group of the Improvement & Scrutiny Committee into Malnutrition issues in Derbyshire.  The Improvement & 

Scrutiny Committee works on similar lines to the Select Committee in Government and has certain powers to investigate 
issues affecting People in our County and make recommendations. 
 

The piece of work included interviewing people over 60 years of age, either in a Hospital or Care Home setting, and we 

were assisted in this regard by organisations, hospitals, Derbyshire Link and Dr Jones of BAPEN.  The findings resulted in 

a set of four recommendations for improvement: 
 Communication 

 Screening 

 Training and Development 

 Date and Information 

 

One of the biggest problems the Sub Group found was in 

relation to identifying the problem in elderly peoples own 
home. However, committed to helping much needed 

improvement in this area, Cabinet Committee at County Hall 

recently approved a sum of £100,000 to assist with publicity 
towards this issue in reaching the target audience in the 

homes, and this will be achieved through GP Surgeries, shops, 
50+ Forums, hospital clinics, handy vans, social care staff, 

home meal delivery service, libraries, community nurses, 
dieticians, health trainers etc. 
 

As a result of the four recommendations above, a Working Group was formed backed by the assistance of dedicated 

Officers to continue the work and meet on a regular basis to ensute that the good work of the Scrutiny Group is not left 

as a report lying on a shelf somewhere.  It is an active, ongoing and dedicated piece of work that will progress until it is 
embedded in all spheres of our society in order to tackle a real problem in the 21st Century. 
 

There is a dedicated part of the DCC website proved for further information.  Please visit: 

www.derbyshire.gov.uk and note the box on the bottom right hand side of the front page. Otherwise, type in Nutrition, 
and follow the links. 
 

District Council Report – Cllr Bob Cartwright 
 

At the April meeting of the District Council members had to approve a New Local Plan which would manage development 
in the dales for the period up to 2028. 
 

The Plan we approved will go out for public consultation in 

June, and must be submitted to the Government in July 2013 
and adopted by February 2014.  The main element of the Local 

Plan is the housing requirement which has to take account of 

population changes and economic factors, as well as housing 
needs.  Patently, the District Council was also looking to set a 

target for housing development which went hand in hand with 
the need to preserve green spaces as far as possible.  The 

variations were endless but ultimately we settled for a 
development of 4,400 houses, or some 200 new dwellings for 

every year of the plan.  48% of these houses will be in the 

Matlock/Wirksworth area.  Wherever possible the new building 
will be on land already identified as available for housing 

development and within existing settlement frameworks.  
However, to meet the targets some of the new housing will 

have to be built outside those settlement boundaries – in the 

case of the Matlock and Wirksworth areas the numbers to be 
built outside are 270 and 60 respectively.   Within the 

Matlock/Wirksworth area housing targets were also set for the 
larger settlement areas (Darley Dale, Cromford, Tansley, 

Middleton and Matlock Bath).  In Matlock Bath the Council is 

looking for 21 new dwellings, all of which will have to be outside 
the existing settlement Framework given the lack of potential 

land supply inside the existing boundary. 
 

 

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/


Flower Festival – Barbara Newton 

 

 

 

  

The purpose of the festival for Holy Trinity church was to celebrate the Diamond 
Jubilee of our Queen by portraying her headship of England, Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland and also depicting 6 of the commonwealth countries in 
arrangements of flowers and national artefacts. 
 

We also wanted to portray the kingship of Christ using phrases from some of 

today's modern choruses which speak of his birth, life, death, resurrection and 

reign.  From our church's point of view we researched and presented in film and 
photograph form, the church and village as it was many years ago and some 

of Holy Trinity's ongoing work today. 

We provided some family activities eg making paper flowers and solving 

computer quizzes, served delicious refreshments including home made cakes 

and displayed banners and pictures of our Queen which had been made for 
us by children from Holy Trinity School.   Two spectacular banners and a 

matching alter cloth had also been made for this special occasion by our very 
talented church member, Hazel.  Grateful thanks go to our sponsors who 

included the Parish Council.  These are just a few of the photographs taken 

of the event.  Further photographs can be found on the Parish Council’s 
website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pro Loco Photography Competition 2012 
 

Have you entered the Pro Loco Photography Competition yet?  If not, why not?  There has been a fantastic array of 

Jubilee Celebrations in Matlock Bath this year – the Jubilee Street Party, the Flower Festival, Derbyshire Arts together 
with banners and bunting around the village.  Why not, send in a photograph of where you were on the Jubilee. 
 

This year’s competition is already open and runs until 8th October.  Entrants can submit up to 4 photographs by logging 

on to www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk and downloading their entries.  Alternatively an entry form can be 
obtained from the Parish Clerk and photographs downloaded onto a disk. 
 

There are three categories of prizes – Adults, Young Photographer and Junior Photographer.  Prizes will be also 

awarded in the specialist categories – Best Picture of the Heights of Abraham, The Pavilion, Holy Trinity Church, Peak 
Mines, Masson Mills, Wildlife. 
 

What are you waiting for?  You don’t have to be a professional photographer – look for that unusual view or artefact. 
 

Prize categories are as follows:  
 

Adults - 1st Prize - £75, 2nd Prize - £50, 3rd Prize - £30 

Junior (Age 10 & Under) – Gift Vouchers to the value of £30 

Young Photographer (Age 11-16) – Gift Vouchers to the value of £30 
 

We will also award a prize to the best photograph submitted by a resident of Matlock Bath of £50. 
 

The Parish Council is extremely grateful to its sponsors –  
 Sir Richard Arkwright Masson Mills 

 Heights of Abraham 
 Derbyshire County Council 
 

And to the others who are sponsoring the “Best Picture of ….” Categories. 

 

For full details about this year’s competition please go to the website or contact the Clerk. 

 

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Illuminations – Village Night 
 

After discussions at the Illuminations Liaison meeting and negotiations with Derbyshire Dales District Council and the 
Matlock Bath Boatbuilders, we are pleased to announce that there will be a ‘Village Evening’ at this year’s Illuminations. 

There has for a number of years been a ‘Traders Evening’ usually midweek, when the illuminated boats parade so that 

the traders who are, of course, busy at weekends can see the boats.  However, in organising this, the Parish Council 
would like it to be more of a whole community event. While the boats parade on the river, we will be holding the 

voting for ‘the village favourite’.  These are awards that we have given for many years but in the past, voting has been 
restricted to the young people of the village and carried out via school and playgroup.   
 

This year all villagers can vote on the night so I am sure the boats will be gleaming for the event.  We shall be 

contacting community groups in the village and asking them to get involved and the funfair will be open with special 
concessions for children of the village. If anyone would like to ‘get involved’ or just offer suggestions and ideas, please 

get in touch as soon as possible. 
 

All this will take place on Friday 28th September starting at 7.30 pm and the boats will parade at 8.00 pm. Put it in your 

diary now. We have chosen a Friday night at the request of parents with younger children as there is no school the 
following day.  We hope that everyone from the village will come and get involved as it is a community event.   
 

The presentation of the prizes to the boatbuilders will be scheduled for a night later into the season but all boats and 

winners will be on our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk as well as in our Christmas Newsletter.   
 

Advertisements 

 

 

Would you like to advertise your business 

or services in the Newsletter? 
 

The advertisement will appear in one of 
our quarterly Newsletters and on our 

website.  Depending on space, we may 

also put it on the Parish Council 
Noticeboard.  For this we charge a small 

fee which goes towards the printing of 
the Newsletter. 
 

For more information please contact the 

Clerk. 

 
 

Floral Displays 
 

 

Have you noticed the floral displays in the village?  There are again four planters displaying a lovely array of flowers.  

They really make the village look bright and attractive and already we have received positive feedback from residents 
and visitors. 
 

 
 

 

 
The Parish Council has arranged once 

again the planting of the cattle trough 

which was given to the village over one 
hundred years ago and is now sited on 

the A6 below the New Bath Hotel.   
 

Thanks again to Barbara Newton for 

planting our cattle trough. 
 

 

Last Autumn we planted some Spring bulbs around the cattle trough, on the green in front of the New Bath Hotel and 

in Memorial Gardens.  If you know of any other places in the village which could benefit with a display of bulbs next 
year, please contact the Clerk. 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


 A View From the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 
  

The media have been bombarding us with all the events happening this summer, the Jubilee, 
Euro 2012 and yet to come, of course, the Olympics and Paralympics , even though they seem 

to have been with us for months.  One theme that has been running through all these events 
is that of ‘the importance of having a good squad’.  I am sure the Queen would not look on her 

family as ‘the royal squad’ but the same principle applies.  We are talking about a group of 

people who can pull together using all their different strengths to achieve their goal.  Over the 
last couple of months, the ‘Parish Council Squad’ has been stretched to its limits.   

 

With the number of things going on, illness and family commitments, we have found it difficult to do everything we need 

to do.  I will mention some of these things that are not covered in other newsletter articles in a moment but what we 
need is an increase in the size of ‘our squad’.  We are in need of two more Councillors to make up our full complement 

but more than that we need volunteers to work on Committees and others to help with individual projects or events.  

Please think long and hard about giving a little of your time to helping the village.  No special skills are required for 
much of the work, just and enthusiasm to make the village and village life better.  Talk to a Councillor or call the Clerk to 

see how you can help.   Thank you to all the volunteers who currently help – you know who you are! 
 

Now to bring you up to date with what we have been doing (as well as what you read about in the other articles).  
 

 We held our AGM in May where I presented the annual report, a copy of which is on the 

website.  A précis of it is included in this newsletter.  A copy of the draft Minutes is also on the 
website. 
  

 The Activities Committee has been looking at the provision of Christmas lights in the village.  

We are working on a long term plan, but are also working with the District Council and the 

Illuminations and have a short term plan for this Christmas coming.  We also hope to work with 
the traders to take this forward.  There will be a full report in the autumn newsletter.  
 

 We are continuing to work the Derbyshire County Council on the introduction of the on street 

parking on the A6 to ensure what is introduced is in line with what was in the village parking 

plan.  
 

 We have been lobbying the District and County Councils on a variety of issues including 

travellers, highway maintenance, car parks and footpaths.  Of major current concern is the 

Parish Council bus shelter opposite Masson Mills.  The undergrowth/trees above it and retaining 
wall behind it need immediate attention and then Mr Aram, owner of Masson Mills has agreed 

to repaint it. 
  

 The continued refurbishment of the Community Centre.  There will be a full article on this in the 

autumn newsletter but the main body of the room, corridor and toilets have been decorated 
and in the summer, the kitchen will be receiving our attention.  Please remember that this 

facility is there for the village to use.  If you are interested, get in touch with the Clerk for full 

details. 
 

 During the dry spring (remember that!!) an enormous amount of maintenance was carried out 

in the Wapping Nature Reserve by a small group of volunteers.  Anyone interested in joining 
them please contact the Clerk.  

 
 We are investigating the possibility of the Parish Council adopting Matlock Bath Railway Station.  

The purpose of the adoption is to be the ‘eyes and ears’ for the station reporting any problems 

to the necessary authorities.  Further details will be available in the Autumn Newsletter. 
 

 We are also looking at the many ‘odd jobs’ that need doing around the village, prioritising them 

and then getting the work carried out.  Some of this work (which we will pay for) is fairly small 
scale and may suit a retired/semi-retired villager or just someone who currently has no work 

but has the necessary skills need to carry out these jobs. If you are interested, please contact 

the Clerk. 
 

When it arrives, have a wonderful summer and we hope to see you all at the illumination village evening at the end of 
September.  Please remember that a calendar of all Parish Council events and meetings is on our website.  If you wish 

to raise anything with the Parish Council contact the Clerk. 

 

 

 

 



Annual Report 
 

 

 

It has been another eventful, challenging, satisfying and extremely busy year for the Parish Council.   

In addition to our Parish Councillors we have a number of other volunteers who serve on our Committees – Activities, 
Allotments, Communications, Facilities, Finance & General Purposes, Planning, Wapping Nature Reserve and 

Community Centre Renovation Committee.  These Committees are invaluable to the work of the Parish Council as they 
meet as required to discuss and plan within their designated brief.  The Notes from these meetings come back for 

approval to the full Council.  The Committee approach has resulted again in the Council being able to do far more and 

often at a greater speed. We have vacancies on all committees for committed volunteers to join us. Please do consider 
getting involved with as much or as little as you can. The Parish Council’s thanks go to all our volunteers for the hard 

work they put into the work of the Committee for the benefit of the village.  
 

Parish Council Finance 
 

The budget for 2011/12 was set at £39,691. With reserves in place, this resulted in an increased precept of £25,000.  
The ‘Precept’ is the money we receive from the residential properties in the village collected as part of the council tax. 

The following pie charts show the budgets set at the beginning of the year, the actual expenditure at 31st March 2012 
and the income for 2011/12. 
 

  
 

Using the committee structure, each with its own budget, the Council now feels that they have an open management 

of the village finances with an emphasis on value for money, flexible, needs led finance responses and bring in 
sponsorship and grants whenever possible.   
 

As the budgets for the forthcoming year have to be set in October of the previous year, precise forecast budgeting is 

difficult as is estimating final expenditure for the current year. This problem is accentuated as we have to carry various 
contingencies (election costs, emergency maintenance costs) and this year there were also many unknowns such as 

income, grants, and sponsorship.  We now feel that with clear financial planning and budgets for every committee, we 

are confident that the system we have in place stands us in good stead to manage the Parish Council finances in a 
sustainable way. The budget for 2012/3 was set by the Full Council based on recommendations on spending needs 

from each of the Committees.  The Parish Council when setting the budget was conscious of the current climate and 
wanted to ensure there was no increase in precept this year.  Therefore, the budget set for 2012/13 was £39,100 with 

a standstill precept of £25,000. The difference will be met by the carry forward from 2011/12. 
 

The Future 
 

The Council will continue to work on the Parish Plan which will set out our aims and priorities for the next five years.  

We hope to move forward this year with the refurbishment of the sports area and continue making the Community 
Centre a multi-use venue.  We hope to develop and expand the activities we organise.  In everything we do, we aim to 

give the village value for money.  
 

A full version of this report is on the Parish Council Website. 
 

Councillor Details 
 

Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman)   01629 56831  Cllr Dave Mowle  01629 584387 

Cllr Nick Grayshon     01629 583924  Cllr Nick Whitehead 01629 580752   
Cllr Lorraine Metcalfe    01629 760826  Cllr Imelda Hanlon  

Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Vice Chairman)  01629 583190 
 
 

A View from the Bath’ is published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace, Derby Road, 
Matlock Bath 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Telephone: 07914 420545 

 

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk

